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Coaxial electrospinning was used to develop gallic acid (GA) loaded poly(ethylene oxide)/zein

nanofibers in order to improve its chemopreventive action on human gallbladder cancer cells. Using

a Plackett-Burman design, the effects of poly(ethylene oxide) and zein concentration and applied

voltage on the diameter and morphology index of nanofibers were investigated. Coaxial nanofibers

were characterized by scanning electron microscopy (SEM), transmission electron microscopy

(TEM), Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy (FTIR), thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) and

differential scanning calorimetry (DSC). GA loading efficiency as high as 77% was obtained under

optimal process conditions. The coaxial nanofibers controlled GA release in acid and neutral pH

medium. Cytotoxicity and reactive oxygen species (ROS) production on gallbladder cancer cell lines

GB-d1 and NOZ in the presence of GA-nanofibers were assessed. GA-nanofibers triggered an

increase in the cellular cytotoxicity compared with free GA on GB-d1 and NOZ cells. Statistically

significant differences were found in ROS levels of GA-nanofibers compared with free GA on NOZ

cells. Differently, ROS production on GB-d1 cell line was similar. Based on these results, the coaxial

nanofibers obtained in this study under optimized operational conditions offer an alternative for the

development of a GA release system with improved chemopreventive action on gallbladder cancer

cells. © 2018 Elsevier B.V.
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