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Abstract			
Asteroid	mining	is	being	presented	by	the	media	in	an	optimistic	light,	with	claims	
about	imminent	massive	investment,	a	legion	of	entrepreneurs	with	their	eyes	put	on	
a	potentially	lucrative	industry,	and	a	future	full	of	possibilities	both	for	the	
technologic	sector	and	for	the	development	of	a	whole	new	way	of	doing	business	
with	natural	resources.	But	is	this	a	'scramble	for	space'	a	possibility,	at	least	in	the	
short-term,	or	just	another	dystopian	exaggeration	doomed	to	oblivion?	In	this	article,	
we	try	to	present	a	sobering	thought	on	this	phenomenon	by	assessing	three	key	
elements	of	space	mining:	the	state	of	technology,	whether	there	is	adequate	
regulation	of	this	flourishing	industry,	be	it	at	the	national	or	the	international	level,	
and	the	interests	which	are	at	stake	should	the	space	mining	sector	finally	take	off,	
and	how	they	may	develop	over	time,	especially	in	a	conflictive	manner.	
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