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This paper analyzes the diversification and initiatives of economic and productive promotion in the
18th century developed by traders in three areas of South America, which are the Kingdom of Chile,
the Governorate of Tucuman and the Tarija district. Through case studies, the researchers identify,
describe and provide details of the diverse economic activities: commercial, agricultural, mining and
protoindustrial, promoted by economic mercantile agents at the end of the colonial period, based on
commercial correspondence private, inventories of goods, testimonies, civil and criminal trials. The
results show that, despite the importance placed on the development of initiatives to promote
production by certain politicalbureaucratic sectors, the scope was relative, among other things due
to the dynamics of the markets, the financing system and rational calculation of the profit. © 2020
Instituto de Investigaciones Dr. Jose Maria Luis Mora. All rights reserved.
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