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While academics have addressed the interaction between mobilisation and citizenship in a myriad of
ways, none of them have used citizenship to explain the sustainability of collective action. Drawing
on an ethnographic fieldwork in Santiago de Chile?s underprivileged neighbourhoods, this paper
provides an analytical framework explaining how neighbourhood activists sustain mobilisation on the
basis of citizenship construction despite Chile?s transitional and post-transitional stark political
exclusion. This article calls this concept ?mobilisational citizenship?. Building on the notion of
rights-claiming, mobilisational citizenship explains how durable mobilisation results from the dynamic
interaction between four factors: agentic memory, mobilising belonging, mobilising boundaries and
decentralised protagonism. Through mobilisational citizenship, local residents politicise their
neighbourhood, build autonomous local empowerment and self-define their political incorporation. ©
2018, © 2018 Informa UK Limited, trading as Taylor & Francis Group.

collective identity

Latin America

leadership

rights-claiming

Social movements

urban poor

citizenship

collective action

decentralization

empowerment

human rights

leadership



political participation

social exclusion

social movement

socioeconomic status

urban society

Chile

Metropolitana



