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At the Conference of the Parties held in Copenhagen in 2009 (COP15), the Chinese government

announced its 2020 commitment to reduce the carbon intensity of the Chinese economy to 40-45%

of its 2005 level. A number of analysts have criticised this target, indicating that these reductions

can be achieved without the implementation of any active climate change policy. In this paper, we

test this argument using a combined input-output based econometric projection approach and the

World Input-Output Database (WIOD). Our results show that the projected carbon intensity for 2020

is likely to be 50% lower than the carbon intensity of 2005, without additional active climate change

policy measures performed by the Chinese government. On top of it, our study indicates that the

total volume of CO2 emissions would be by 2020 seven times the volume of the year 2005. © 2014

Elsevier Ltd.
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